Preface

TH E papers and essays appearing in this volume were selected
from a heterogeneous collection of my critical and non-
fictional writing of the past fifteen years. Thus it will be
obvious to the reader that they were not written as integrated parts
of a book, and that in presenting them in book form I make no
effort to impose any formal or artificial unity upon them. Whatever
unity they may possess must be inherent; it must be a unity that
expresses a constant struggle for clearer perspective and for better
orientation. In the main, these papers relate to certain general
questions that have interested me and with which I have been
preoccupied throughout my literary career. Simply stated, these
questions are: What is the role of consciousness in society? Hence,,
what does culture do in crystallizing, in reforging, and in changing
consciousness? What, thus, is the function of literature in society?
And, conversely, what is the influence of society on literature?
These questions, in turn, lead, inevitably, to the additional question:
What is the role of the writer?
Needless to say, I make no claim to, or pretence of, having dealt
with these questions definitively. (I hope to write of them more
comprehensively in the future.). Here I merely present some of my
essays for what they may be worth.
In most of the articles such revisions as I made of the originals,
which appeared in newspapers, magazines, or books, were negligible.
The essay "Thirty or Under," for example, was written in 1930,
when I had published only a few articles, stories, and book reviews.
In this article I attempted to offer a programmatic statement on what
I thought writers of my age should do and say. Printed here, slightly
revised, it is intended to provide the reader with a means of objec-
tively testing my own performance in the light of my early dictum.
Substantial cuts, revisions, or additions have been made in a few
of the articles. I have somewhat expanded my analysis of Theodore
Dreiser's Sister Carrie (which appeared originally in The New York
Times), and I have revised "The Faith of Lewis Mumford" (origin-
ally printed in the Southern Review) on the basis of his recent work,
The Condition of Man. Those parts of "The Language of Holly-
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